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Italian politics succumbs to ‘think-tank mania’

New mstitute

Ttalia Futurs is
another &

group’ aiming to fill
a perceived void left

by the main parties, p %
says Guy Dinmore

Italy's shifting political
geege j5 praducing what
commentators eall “thivnk.
trek manin”, with, the latagt
example today's lawmch of
an institute by Luca Cond-
aro o Mom;mmolo enn-e;
preneuy and chainmen o
Figt and Bl
Following the tremed of

others with either “Ialy” or  alma»

“fotnre” in their title, the
new think-tank goes for
both i ealling ieself Tralla
Futura, It liss trigyered -
evitable dpeculation — de-
spite his repeated denizls -

that Mr Montezemolo, &2, is
Préparing o entay polities,

Italia Fuotora's  eatyy
comes at = watershed
moment, Questiong over
prime minlster Silvio Ber-
Inscond’s continued immu-
ity frofn prosecution coto
as polificians e focusing
Increasingiy on the shape of
polities in a post-Berlasconi
era, amid signe that the
bipolar party system that
emerged from the 2008 elee-
tioms it AisiMepvating and
heading towards & reconbg-
vureiion of the centre,

All zerious rivals to Mr
Berluseonl, on left and
yight, have their own think-
tanks as badges advertising
their ambiion Todeed, M
Berlugconi, who in 1995
bullt hiz Forza Italin party
dround his Fininvest media
ampire and ownership of

AC Milan foothall club, is
eonspicuously alone in Dok
having one,

WMr Montezemela, with the
imsge of an aristecratic but
modernising techmograt
whe 15 close to the Churelr,
is ameng some 20 entrepre.
neurs funding the new

thinktmk, induding Cor.
rado Passera, head of Iotess
Sanpeolo, 2 large bank.

Andrea Ramano, director
of Italia Folums and & his-
tory lecturer af Rome’s Tar
Vergata wniversity, has
assembled an impressive
list of academics and ex-
perts. Ha insists this i= not
a vehijcle for Mr Mon-
tezemolo. “Thiz i+ not a
party, It has oo politiead

he says in ap inter-
ﬁ.:lw,“...huf,itlmsamlit-

My Romano worked with
Policy Network headsd by
Lord Mandelson, the UK
government’s business sec-
tetayy, and Washington's
Centre for Awmerican
Progress, which is cloza to
the Obama agministration.

Calling it a8 “advocacy
group”, Mr Romano szays:
"We want to antribute to
the pofitical and pubiic
debate. Jiskizn politiclans
are s¢ much invelved in
evaryday emerzencies that
they cannot fouls on fiva to
10 years' time."”

fle says thiskdanks fill
the void left by the main
parties, which act more ag

electoral commitiees.

Italis Futura’s launch
will feature & report on
social mobility, a cracial
issue behind Italy's persist-
ant econemte stagnation.

Although his standing
has been w hy per-
sonal ecamdsls sod eriticism
by senior clerics, Mr Berlus-

comi, who turned 73 last
month, shows no sign of
giviog way. Bit a need for
fresh impetus eould lead to
a cabinet reshuffle, possibly
involving Mr Montezemola,
Tensions withip the -
ing cosfition are rmirrored
by disarray in the centre-
left opposition, which iy
about to c¢hoose itz fonrth
leader in lesa thaw two
years, Pler Luigi Bersani, a
formey communist, is on
traclk; to fake over the Dem-
ot bt tali of 2 leftward
lurek is exposing the
party’s fundamental divi-
*  gions,
*  Mr Rarsani has Nens, o
thigtsmk he co-

in 2001. But
founded in 200 I

more worrying to Mr Ber-
Iusennt, say commentators,
are msﬁtuim linked to the

lmumched two years sge bg
Gianfranco Fini, a possible
fitire privoe minister who
led his Natiomal Alliance
party away from its peofas-
¢ist roots into a merger
with Mr Berlusconl's Forza
Italia o create the centre-
right Peaple of Liberty.

Mazio Ciampi, Farefoturo
director, suys think-tanks
proliferated bevpuse of a
“personalization of poii-
tes”, with politiclans need.
ng ontlets for thelr views
within 3 twoparty system
that ix Bere to stay.

Farefuttiro’s causes are
those dear to Mr Fimd -
rovusgration, national iden-
Hty, ipstitntional reforms
and foreigm policy: all
issnes that have exposed
palicy eplite inside the gov
ernrsent.
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